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Let your soul dance to the rhythm of life.

In Japanese, the word “Kodo” holds a double meaning. It can be 
translated as “heartbeat,” the primal source of all rhythm. However, 
our group’s name is written with different characters, which mean 
“drum” and “child.” This reflects Kodo’s desire to play the drums 
with the simple heart of a child. For our 40th anniversary, we 
created two works based on our name: “Tsuzumi” takes its name 
and theme from the drum character, and “Warabe” from the child 
element.

In “Warabe,” Kodo looks to its classic repertoire and aesthetics 
from the ensemble’s early days. This production blends simple 
forms of taiko expression that celebrate the unique sound, 
resonance, and physicality synonymous with Kodo―forever 
children of the drum at heart.
Come and experience the soul-stirring rhythm of life firsthand.

This work is touring throughout Japan from Nov. 2021 through Sep. 
2022.

Kodo One Earth Tour 2024: Warabe
New Production by Kodo Taiko Performing Arts Ensemble



Message from the Director
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Photo:  Takashi  Okamoto

Kodo 40th Anniversary Commemorative Performance III “Warabe” is the second 
work in a two-part series, which follows on from “Tsuzumi.” The theme for this 
production is our home base, Sado Island. 

The COVID-19 crisis has completely changed many people’s way of life. For 
Kodo, it has greatly hindered our ability to share the sound of taiko with people 
all over Japan and around the world firsthand like we could before the pandemic. 
Our group continues to face very difficult times indeed. While we’ve been unable 
to tour, we have been spending a lot of time at home on Sado Island. Kodo was 
founded 40 years ago with “Living, Learning, and Creating” at the heart of its 
mission statement. As we create new works here on Sado, I can feel that 
principle underpinning everything we do.

For centuries, Sado Island’s abundant nature and distinct culture have fostered 
the creation of a wide range of performing arts. These art forms are still upheld 
here today as an intrinsic part of island life. For Warabe, the Kodo performers 
took inspiration from this unique environment we call home to create new music 
brimming with originality.

Our audience is an integral part of every performance. We truly appreciate their 
presence and hope they feel our gratitude in every beat of the drum. Warabe is 
a journey to our island home and into Kodo’s next innovative chapter. Join us, 
and let your soul dance to the rhythm of life in this joyous, visceral concert 
experience.

Yuichiro Funabashi
Leader
Kodo Taiko Performing Arts Ensemble

Kodo One Earth Tour 2024: Warabe
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Programme

Performed by Kodo Taiko Performing Arts Ensemble
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Okoshi

Yatai-bayashi

The following pieces are based on these regional traditional performing arts:
Koe: Kanatsu-ryu Yanagawa Shishi Odori (Oshu, Iwate)
Miyake: Miyake-jima Kamitsuki Mikoshi Daiko (Miyake Island, Tokyo)
Okoshi: Onidaiko and Shishi (Sado Island, Niigata)
Yatai-bayashi: Chichibu Yatai-bayashi (Chichibu, Saitama)

Part 1
Koe Composed by Yuta Sumiyoshi, dance arranged by Koki Miura (2021)

Miyake Arranged by Kodo

Niwaka Composed by Masayasu Maeda (2021)

Hae Composed by Motofumi Yamaguchi (1982)

Uminari Composed by Yuta Sumiyoshi (2021)

Part 2
Shinka Composed by Koki Miura (2021)

Okoshi Composed by Masayasu Maeda, dance arranged by Koki Miura (2021)

Dokuso Composed by Reo Kitabayashi (2021)

Inochi Composed by Ryotaro Leo Ikenaga (2021)

O-daiko Arranged by Kodo, Kenta Nakagome

Yatai-bayashi Traditional, arranged by Kodo

Kodo One Earth Tour 2024: Warabe
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Warabe—Part 1

Koe Miyake

Niwaka Hae
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Uminari

Warabe—Part 1
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Warabe—Part 2

Shinka Okoshi

Dokuso Inochi
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O-daiko

Yatai-bayashi

Warabe—Part 2
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Press Comments
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"Indeed, if there is such a thing as perfection in music,
Kodo comes as near to it as any group in the world."
─ Boston Globe / USA

"Superlatives don't really exist to convey the primal
power and bravura beauty of Kodo."
─ Chicago Tribune / USA

"The members of Kodo, who live, train, and work
together on as a collective on Japan's Sado Island, have
performed and toured in an effort to remind audiences of
their membership in that much larger community: the
world. That reminder was clear and mesmerizing."
─ Los Angeles Times / USA

"Big drums steal the show.”
─ The Financial Times / UK

"Balancing a deadly aggression with utter tranquility,
their sound stretches from the lightest of rainfall to
cataclysmic thunderclaps, from pleasant laughter to
discordant fear and from silence to - just once here - a
wall of sound, as high, frightening and impregnable as a
mountain. Musicians, theatre directors and all interested
in the sheer power of sound to feed emotions should take
note."
─ The Guardian / UK

"Dynamic, electrifying vision ....Nothing will prepare you
for the 1,000 lb. drum assault, the precise timing or the
wall of sound. An essential experience."
─ Time Out / UK

"Sensational stuff, it leaves the audience exhausted but
Kodo's consummate artistry refreshed.”
─Irish Independent / IRELAND

"The spectator is crushed by their power and then
suddenly, silence. Complete silence as if life had stopped
in an instant, no applause, not even a breath. I have
never seen a show where the audience was so close to
suffocating. Don't miss this, the sound of their drums will
be engraved forever on your memory."
─ Le Quotidien de Paris / FRANCE

"The drum as a martial art, as a circus act, as an athletic
discipline, even as a phallic symbol. These are just some
of the impressions offered by the formidable Japanese
drumming ensemble Kodo..."
─ Il Sole 24 ORE / ITALY

"The Kodo Thrill -The streets of Athens vibrated to the
beat of the Kodo drums last night..."
─ Athens News / GREECE

Kodo One Earth Tour 2024: Warabe
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“Wonderful. Saw Kodo last time they 
visited The Anvil and was blown away. 
We took friends with us this time and 
Kodo were just as good as their 
previous performance. Our friends 
were also spellbound and impressed. 
Please come back soon!” 
(Basingstoke, United Kingdom)

“My heart was beating at the rhythms 
of the different drums and 
instruments... it was intense and 
powerful. At the same time, it was a 
delight and a feast for my ears, my 
eyes and all my being.
I had a wonderful time, listening to all 
of you, and seeing your performance.” 
(Lille, France)

“I had already seen it but I was 
extremely impressed by the 
performance. I didn't just see artists 
but real athletes. The music carries us 
away. It's a real pleasure!” 
(Lyon, France)

“It was amazing, simply amazing... I 
am a starter taiko player, and I aspire 
to someday be as cool as Kodo when 
playing on a stage... The rhythm, the 
joy, the humor even... I have never 
seen a taiko concert as enjoyable as 
this one... Seeing you in video does 
not make you justice... I would say, if 
you love taiko in any capacity, you 
have to watch Kodo live at least once 
in your lifetime. Thank you so, so, so 
much for this experience.” (Lyon, 
France)

“I have no words. I came from Spain 
to see Kodo for the first time because 
I am a HUGE fan and I also play taiko. 
The experience was just so, so, so 
good. Thank you.”  (Lyon, France)

“The performance brought happiness, 
a sense of togetherness but also 
intensity.” (Paris, France)

“It was like been in a timeless 
dimension with the drums. The 
different pieces played catched my 
heart and my attention. It was 
absolutely engaging!” (Milan, Italy)

“Powerful, full of emotions, spiritual 
healing. I love the energy between the 
performers. Next time I am taking my 
kids to see you, I  love the dedication 
and love you have for your art. I wish 
to show them how working together 
creates magic that touches the world.” 
(Zagreb, Croatia)

“I loved the whole performance. The 
second song brought tears to my eyes 
as it rekindled my longing for Japan.” 
(Helsinki, Finland)

“It was great! Love you and love 
Japan! After the war, perform in 
Ukraine. In Kyiv!” (Tallinn, Estonia)

Audience Comments (from 2022 Europe Tour)
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Promotional Activity by Kodo
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Here are some of the ways Kodo helps spread the word about 
its performances.

・Sharing information in Japanese and English on its website and
social media accounts.

- Facebook, two pages: English (40,000 followers), Japanese
(14,000 followers)

- Instagram, bilingual (16,000 followers)

- Twitter, two accounts: English (1,700 followers), Japanese (9,000
followers)

・Asking Japanese public-sector organizations (Ministry of Foreign
Affairs of Japan, Japanese diplomatic missions abroad, etc.) to share
tour information with overseas Japanese communities.

・Sending tour information, press releases, and publication requests to
Japanese-language media based throughout Europe.

・Sharing photos and videos from behind-the-scenes during rehearsals
on Sado Island and throughout the tour.

・Creating message videos for each venue to use for local promotional
purposes.

Kodo One Earth Tour 2024: Warabe
New Production by Kodo Taiko Performing Arts Ensemble
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Kodo accepts media requests from around the world to visit the ensemble at home on Sado Island.

Kodo Welcomes International Media to Sado Island

Left to right:
• “Sami Yaffa Sound Tracker: Japan” (Finland)
• BBC Comedy Central “Joel & Nish VS The World” (UK)
• Financial Times Culture Editor at Kodo Village and Kodo Apprentice Centre (UK)

Remote interview with performer, live from Kodo
Rehearsal Hall.

Kodo One Earth Tour 2024: Warabe
New Production by Kodo Taiko Performing Arts Ensemble
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In the lead up to our 2022 Europe Tour, a team from French TV station TF1 came 
to Sado to film a feature on Kodo. From the final pre-tour run-through rehearsal 
and interviews with the cast members to the communal lifestyle and rigorous 
training at Kodo Apprentice Centre, they introduced Kodo to French audiences 
through a 5-min. documentary piece, “Children of the Drum.” This programme 
was broadcast nationwide in France, reaching over 4.6 million viewers.

Kodo Welcomes International Media to Sado Island

Kodo One Earth Tour 2024: Warabe
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Kodo accommodates interview requests from local media on the road, including TV, radio, and press. 
Press Coverage on International Tours
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Press Coverage in United Kingdom
Kodo 2022 Tour in UK Media

2021/12/1 Sunderland Vibe
2022/1/5 Warrington Guardian
1/6 Ents24
1/7 Bishop Stortford Independent
1/11 Opera News
1/18 Basingstoke Gazette
1/20 Basingstoke Observer
1/20 Sunderland Echo
1/20 Newbury Weekly News
1/21 Sunderland Business Partnership
1/22 Sunderland Echo
1/23 Newbury Today
1/24 Arts News National
1/24 PressAt
1/26 BBC Newcastle 
1/27 BBC Berkshire
1/28 NE Volume

1/ Basingstoke Gazette
1/ Hampshire Life
1/ Basingstoke Gazette
2/3 What's On Birmingham
2/8 AllEventsIn

2/11 Winchester Today
2/11 Manchester Wire
2/11 Metro Newspaper
2/14 Saffron Walden Reporter
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Press Coverage in Italy
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Press Coverage in Italy
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Press Coverage in France
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Above: Production and tour 
information page
Left: Individual page created 
for each performance

Kitamaesen Co., Ltd. 

■Japanese Webpage ■English Webpage

Tour Announcements: On Kodo’s Website (Japanese/English)
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Left: Sunderland performance (UK) 
Right: [top row, left to right] Performances in Rome (Italy), Manchester (UK), Tallinn (Estonia); [middle row, left to right] Saffron Walden (UK), Zagreb (Croatia); 
[bottom row, left to right] France tour, Berlin (Germany)

Kitamaesen Co., Ltd. 

Tour Announcements: On Presenters’ Websites

Kodo One Earth Tour 2024: Warabe
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Inquiries: Mio Teycheney-Takashiro Kodo/Kitamaesen Co., Ltd. mio@polyarts.fr
Photo: Takashi Okamoto 

Kodo Taiko Performing Arts Ensemble

Exploring the limitless possibilities of the traditional 
Japanese drum, the taiko, Kodo is forging new 
directions for a vibrant living art-form. Since the 
group’s debut at the Berlin Festival in 1981, Kodo has 
given over 6,500 performances on all five continents, 
spending about a third of the year overseas, a third 
touring in Japan and a third rehearsing and preparing 
new material on Sado Island.
Kodo strives to both preserve and re-interpret 
traditional Japanese performing arts. Beyond this, 
members on tours and research trips all over the globe 
have brought back to Sado a kaleidoscope of world 
music and experiences which now exerts a strong 
influence on the group's performances and 
compositions. Collaborations with other artists and 
composers extend right across the musical spectrum 
and Kodo's lack of preconceptions about its music 
continues to produce startling new fusion and forms.

Kodo One Earth Tour 2024: Warabe
New Production by Kodo Taiko Performing Arts Ensemble
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